
AN INTRODUCTION TO 
THE ORIGINAL UNDERSTANDING OF

THE CONSTITUTION

PART 1



“You are called upon to deliberate on a Constitution for the 
United States of America. The subject speaks its own importance.. 
It has been frequently remarked, that it seems to have been 
reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and 
example, to decide the important question, whether societies of 
men are really capable or not, of establishing good government 
from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to 
depend, for their political constitutions, on accident and force. If 
there be any truth in the remark, the crisis, at which we are 
arrived, may with propriety be regarded as the era in which that 
decision is to be made; and a wrong election of the part we shall 
act, may, in this view, deserve to be considered as the general 
misfortune of mankind.”

~ Federalist No. 1



SECTION 1

THE AMERICAN TRADITION



1. Divine Right of Kings
a. Kings prerogative
b. All rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, benefits, and 

advantages flow from crown
2. Classical Liberalism

a. Limited and defined government
b. Free Market Economic System
c. Unalienable Rights

3. Collectivist Mercantile
a. Strong Central Government
b. Merger of Business and Government
c. Internal improvements tax scheme designed to support 

people and businesses that cannot stand alone
d. Central Bank

3 MAJOR HISTORICAL TRADITIONS

THE AMERICAN TRADITION



THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE



“WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for 
one People to dissolve the Political Bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the laws of Nature and of 
Natures God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of 
Mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the Separation.”

PARAGRAPH 1

THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE



1. Entitled to a Separate and Equal Station
a. Right of Self Determination
b. No nation is greater than another, all under 

God 
2. Separation from what? 

a. Divine Right of Kings 
b. Rule of men

3. Right of Secession 

THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

PARAGRAPH 1
“WHEN in the Course of human 
Events, it becomes necessary for 
one People to dissolve the 
Political Bands which have 
connected them with another, 
and to assume among the 
Powers of the Earth, the 
separate and equal station to 
which the laws of Nature and of 
Natures God entitle them, a 
decent Respect to the Opinions 
of Mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which 
impel them to the Separation.”



THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

1. Laws of Nature 
a. Laws that God has placed naturally in and 

between all things and that exist in men 
independent of any organized state of 
society. 

b. Discoverable by reason
2. Laws of Nature’s God

a. That set of revealed laws which govern 
man, his relation to other men, and his 
relation to God.

b. Discoverable by revelation

PARAGRAPH 1
“WHEN in the Course of human 
Events, it becomes necessary for 
one People to dissolve the 
Political Bands which have 
connected them with another, 
and to assume among the 
Powers of the Earth, the 
separate and equal station to 
which the laws of Nature and of 
Natures God entitle them, a 
decent Respect to the Opinions 
of Mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which 
impel them to the Separation.”

The Laws of Nature and Nature’s God



“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness - That to secure these 
Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 
from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new government...in such Form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness...All experience hath 
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils are sufferable, 
that to right themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations...evinces a 
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their 
Duty to throw off such Government and to provide new Guards for their 
future Security.”

THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

PARAGRAPH 2



      SELF-EVIDENT TRUTHSPARAGRAPH 2:  

THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

1. All men created equal

2. Endowed by God with certain unalienable rights

3. Purpose of Civil Government is to secure unalienable 
rights

4. Government receives just powers from people

5. Declared rights of all people
a. Alter or abolish government that destroys 

unalienable rights
b. Institute new government according to their own 

desires and will
6. Most people would rather suffer than right themselves 

by abolishing bad government

7. Specific Rights and Duties of people
a. Throw off bad government
b. Provide new guards for future security

“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that 
all Men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness - That to 
secure these Rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
Consent of the Governed, that whenever any 
Form of Government becomes destructive of 
these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it, and to institute new 
government...in such Form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness...All experience hath shewn, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils 
are sufferable, that to right themselves by 
abolishing the Forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long Train of Abuses 
and Usurpations...evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their 
Right, it is their Duty to throw off such 
Government and to provide new Guards for 
their future Security.”



Rights, Duties, and Property



1. The authorization to act - (it is not the action)
a. This authorization guides free will and agency 
b. It is a filter for actions of men 

2. Man can act - he has the powers of action 
a. Man can choose what, where, when, why, how “to do” 
b. Man can physically or mentally perform the action 

3. Man is endowed with certain rights and all powers of action
a. Both come from GOD 
b. Rights limit and define proper sphere of action for men
c. Some of these rights are unalienable

Rights

“WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” 



Unalienable



Un - alien - able

1. ALIEN, a [L. alienus, from 
alius, another]
a. Foreign; not belonging to 

the same country, land or 
government

b. Belonging to one who is 
not a citizen

c. Estranged; foreign; not 
allied; adverse to

2. ALIEN, n. 
a. A foreigner; one born in, 

or belonging to, another 
country; one who is not a 
denizen, or entitled to the 
privileges of a citizen

b. In scripture one who is a 
stranger to the church of 
Christ, or to the covenant 
of grace

NOAH WEBSTER 1828 
DICTIONARY

1. ALIEN (Lat. alienus, foreign, strange)
a. A foreigner; one of foreign birth 
b. An alien cannot acquire title to real 

estate by descent, or by other mere 
operation of law 

2. ALIENATE. 
a. To convey; to transfer;

3. ALIENATION. 
a. of Estates 
b. The transfer of the property and 

possession of lands, tenements, or 
other things, from one person to 
another.

c. Alienations by deed, by conveyances 
at common law...

4. UNALIENABLE. 
a. Incapable of being transferred.
b. Things which are not in commerce, 

as, public roads, are in their nature 
unalienable. 

c. Some things are unalienable in 
consequence of particular provision 
in the law forbidding their sale of 
transfer.

d. The natural rights of life and liberty 
are unalienable

JOHN BOUVIER’S LAW 
DICTIONARY 
“adapted to the Constitution 

and Laws of the United States of America and of the 
Several States of the American Union”  18394. ALIENATION, n. [L. alienatio, 

transfer of ownership]
a. A transfer of title; or a 

legal conveyance of 
property to another

b. The state of being 
alienated

c. A withdrawing or 
estrangement

5. UNALIENABLE, a.  
a. Not alienable; that cannot 

be alienated; that may not 
be transferred; as 
unalienable rights

6. UNALIENABLY, adv. 
a. In a manner that admits of 

no alienation; as property 
unalienably vested

7. UNALIENATED, a. 
a. Not alienated; not 

transferred; not estranged 
8. Inalienable  refers you to 

unalienable 

3. ALIEN, ALIENE v.t.  [L. Alieno, 
to let go or transfer]
a. To transfer title or 

property to another; to 
sell

b. To estrange; to withdraw, 
as the affections; to make 
indifferent or averse, 
where love or friendship 
before subsisted



Rights

1. Unalienable:  Come from God and are nontransferable 
• Exercise religion - obtain and hold property - live - procreate - marry 

2. Individual:  Come from God, but can be delegated or transferred to 
another entity
• Institute government - includes all powers delegated to government - 

including powers to make law
• Contract

3 Types

3. Government 
1) Rights given to government by people; constitute the “powers” of 

government
2) Rights given to people by government; constitute the privileges and 

immunities of citizens
‣ All regulatory laws
‣ The privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus
‣ Voting



1. The prohibition of and the accountability for improper action 

2. Man has a Duty: 
• Not to violate rights 
• To be accountable for any violation or injury caused by his actions

3. Where does the prohibition come from?
• Whoever, or whatever authorized the right

4. There must be a consequence for violations 
• If there is no punishment both rights and duties do not exist 

5. Who Inflicts the punishment? 
• Impartial 3rd party stronger than all other parties
• Government is the third party
• Government is force

Rights compel a corresponding Duty in others

Duties #1



Rights compel a corresponding Duty in others

Duties #2

1. Duty to properly exercise rights

• Rights are contingent on ability and understanding to properly 
exercise the right 

2. Duty to be responsible for effects of your actions

• If your actions violate rights of others you are responsible and 
accountable for the injury

3. No one has a duty to fulfill the exercise of your rights
• Government cannot force it

4. Ultimate Duty: Defend your unalienable rights

• We have never been given the authorization to give them up or 
allow them to be taken



Property

1. How does man legitimately and rightfully obtain property?
• It is given to him by God as a reward for obedience
• The Earth is the Lord’s and the Fulness thereof

2. What are God’s conditions for maintaining the property?
• Subdue it - organize it
• Improve upon it
• Acknowledge Him as your King and Law Giver
• Obey His laws
• He promises to open the windows of heaven and prosper 

those who do this



Property

3. Dominion - God’s authorization to the family to subdue the 
earth
• “So God created man in his own image...male and female created 

He them. And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them...replenish the earth and subdue it: and have dominion...

• The family unit has dominion over the things of the earth
• The family unit was the fundamental economic unit of society

• In ancient Israel the civil government was supposed to protect the 
rights of the family to their domain and the rights of inheritance 
for posterity

• Dominion was the grant from God to man the Right to private 
property



Property

4. What happens when God is not recognized as the owner of the 
earth?
• A false concept of ownership emerges
• Property becomes communal, or held in common by all people
• If it is held in common by all people, then there must be a central 

authority to regulate its use and disposal
• The family is stripped of its role as the central economic unit of 

society
• Individuals become socialized domestic machines, holding 

property in common with all people



Property

It [the monogamous family] was the first form of the family 
to be based, not on natural, but on economic conditions - on 
the victory of private property over primitive, natural 
communal property.



Property

On what foundation is the present family based? On 
capital, on private gain . . . The family will vanish as 
a matter of course when its complement vanishes, 
and both will vanish with the vanishing of capital.



With the transfer of the means of production into 
common ownership, the single family ceases to be the 
economic unit of society. Private housekeeping is 
transformed into a social industry.

Property



Property

1. The ownership of the means and results of production

• The Law of Property is the Law of Creation

2. God’s grant of Dominion authorizes his children to temporarily 
possess portions of His property

3. Our private property is created through the exercise of rights

• It is an extension of our physical and mental capacity

4. Without God given unalienable rights there can be no private 
property in civil society

5. If these rights are not secured to men then property will not be 
either

6. No man can claim as his own private property that which:
• Has been created by the exercise of another’s rights
• Inherently possesses unalienable rights

The Law of Property



”Every man holds his property subject to the general right of 
the community to regulate its use to whatever degree the 
public welfare may require it” 

“The moment the idea is admitted into society that property 
is not as sacred as the laws of God, and there is not a force of 
law and public justice to protect it, anarchy [or] tyranny 
commence” 

~Theodore Roosevelt

~John Adams

Property



“Kings or parliaments could not give the rights essential to 
happiness . . . We claim them from a higher source--from the King 
of kings, and Lord of all the earth. They are not annexed to us by 
parchments and seals. They are created in us by the decrees of 
Providence . . . It would be an insult on the divine Majesty to say, 
that he has given or allowed any man or body of men a right to 
make me miserable. If no man or body of men has such a right, I 
have a right to be happy. If there can be no happiness without 
freedom, I have a right to be free. If I cannot enjoy freedom without 
security of property, I have a right to be thus secured.” 

~ John Dickinson

Property



“Our legislators are not sufficiently apprized of the rightful limits of 
their power; that their office is to declare and enforce only our 
natural rights and duties, and to take none  of them from us. No man 
has a natural right to commit aggression on the...rights of another; 
and this is all from which the laws ought to restrain him; every man 
is under the natural duty of contributing to the necessities of the 
society...When the laws have declared and enforced all this they 
have fulfilled their functions, and the idea is quite unfounded, that 
on entering into society we give up any natural right.”

 
~ Thomas Jefferson

Property



Purpose of Civil Government

1. Secure to individuals their unalienable rights 
• End of government is Justice - true Justice is always administered 

in pursuance of God’s Law 

• Government does not prevent injustice 

• “Just” powers in civil society come from consent of governed

• If government assumes more power than delegated by people they 

are unjust and illegitimate, and without the force of law

2. Government can:  
• Compel performance of a neglected duty

• Punish deliberate violation of duties

• Not create additional duties

• Not abolish existing duties



3. If government no longer secures unalienable rights then people can:  
• Alter it through peaceful revolutions

a. Voting
b. Public Outcry
c. Amendments

• Abolish it and institute new government in whatever way pleases them

4. Without God as a foundation government will be administered by strong

• They will define justice
• Might will make right
• The end of government will be power and control
• Evil taken for good, and good for evil

Purpose of Civil Government



1. Constitutions do not create law. They create a framework in which law is 
properly administered

2. Create a FORM of government

3. The Constitution must be substantive - or have enumerated powers

4. Proper Direction

a. People create government
b. Government viewed as a public trust - officers viewed as agents, 

guardians, servants, or trustees of the people

5. Written (not empty promises)

6. Embody higher law - create framework consistent with laws of God

Constitutionalism



Republicanism

1. Agency theory of government
• Voice of people represented by agents in government

2. Based on concept of unalienable rights and the rule of law

3. Extends the sphere of government



1. Sovereignty
• Highest status of dominion and authority
• Supreme and independent in government

2. Who is Sovereign?

A. God
B. People
C. States
D. Central Government
E. Split

Framers and Founders said A. B. and E.

Federalism
Sovereignty, Localism, Enumerated Powers



PEOPLE

STATES

JUDICIARYHOUSEEXECUTIVE SENATE

THE CONSTITUTION



FAMILY

TOWNSHIP

COUNTY

STATE

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

INDIVIDUAL

Federalism
Sovereignty, Localism, Enumerated Powers

1. Localism
• Government only does what cannot be done locally
• Emphasis on strong local self government



Federalism
Sovereignty, Localism, Enumerated Powers

2. Localism
• Government only does what cannot be done locally
• Emphasis on strong local self government

INDIVIDUAL

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT



3. Enumerated Powers 
• Limits, defines and separates the spheres of sovereignty 

Federalism
Sovereignty, Localism, Enumerated Powers



PEOPLE

STATES

JUDICIARYHOUSEEXECUTIVE SENATE

THE CONSTITUTION



“No, my friend, the way to have good and safe government, is not 
to trust it all to one, but to divide it among the many, distributing 
to every one exactly the functions he is competent to. Let the 
national government be entrusted with the defence of the nation, 
and its foreign and federal relations; the State governments with 
the civil rights, laws, police administration of what concerns the 
State generally; the counties with the local concerns of the 
counties, and each ward direct the interests within itself. It is by 
dividing and subdividing these republics from the great national 
one down...until the administration of every man’s farm by 
himself; by placing under every one what his own eye may 
superintend, that all will be done for the best.”

~Thomas Jefferson, letter to Joseph C. Cabell



Independence

1. Governmental units and officials act independently of other 
governmental units and officials

2. Federal decision makers independent from state decision 
makers - vice versa

3. Judgments and decisions could be made without an undue 
dependence



Equality

1. Inequality - Divine right tradition

2. Equality of Opportunity (under the law) - Liberal 
tradition

3. Equality of Result - Collectivist tradition

4. Strong and rich want freedom (exemption) - weak and 
poor want equality



Free Enterprise

1. Let trade be as free as air

2. Only protect unalienable rights, not special interest of “necessary” 
industries

3. Every individual and business is free to try, buy, sell, and fail

4. Free Market - no interventionist or regulatory laws



“Nothing is so important as that America shall separate herself from 
the systems of Europe, and establish one of her own. Our 
circumstances, our pursuits, our interests, are distinct. The 
principles of our policy should be so also. All entanglements with 
that quarter of the globe should be avoided if we mean that peace 
and justice shall be the polar stars of the American societies...I am 
for free commerce with all nations, political connection with none, 
and little or no diplomatic establishment. And I am not for linking 
ourselves by new treaties with the quarrels of Europe, entering that 
field of slaughter to preserve their balance, or joining in the 
confederacy of Kings to war against the principles of liberty... 
peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations -- 
entangling alliances with none."         

 ~ Thomas Jefferson

Internationalism
Separation  vs  Isolation



A general dissolution of principles and manners will more surely 
overthrow the liberties of America than the whole force of the 
common enemy. While the people are virtuous they cannot be 
subdued; but when they lose their virtue they will be ready to 
surrender their liberties to the first external or internal invader.

~ Samuel Adams

Morality
Freedom cannot exist or last without a moral people 



Points of Classical Liberalism

1. Limited Constitutional government

2. God is the source of freedom, rights, duties, and law

3. The law of Property is essential to freedom

4. People have a right and duty to throw off tyrannical government and 

create a new one

5. WIthout virtue and morality freedom cannot exist or endure

6. Free market economic structure - non interventionism

7. Liberty vs power and force

8. Global lighthouse not global police

9. Businesses, banks, individuals trade at their own risk

10. The End of government is to secure rights to people by punishing the 

violation of duties



SECTION 2

BASIC FORMS OF GOVERNMENT
STUDIED BY, AND LEADING UP TO,

THE FOUNDING GENERATION



1. Individuals are Sovereign 

2. Individuals delegate certain powers - or rights - to government 

3. Government officers are chosen by the People 

4. Government officers are agents - or representatives - of the People 

5. Emphasis on the rule of law 

REPUBLIC



INDIVIDUAL PEOPLE

REPRESENTATIVES

Central Governing Body



1. Individuals are Sovereign 

2. The People make the laws

3. The only delegation of power is to a few individuals who execute the laws 
made by the people

4. Government is simply majority rule

DEMOCRACY



1. Independent government entities are represented in a central co-operative 
governing body 

2. The People are not represented 

3. Limited power is delegated to the central governing body by the several 
independent government entities 

4. Government is to facilitate peaceful co-operation between several 
government entities

FEDERATION or CONFEDERACY



INDEPENDENT STATES

REPRESENTATIVES

Central Governing Body



Historical Forms studied by
the founding generation



• Monarchy:  Run by one guy

• Oligarchy:  Run by rich few

• Democracy:  Run by people

• The History and design behind all tyrannical governments

MOSES - EGYPTIAN MODEL

God (pharaoh)

People



MOSES  
JETHRO MODEL

BC 1500
God

Prophet

People

Government



Monarchy Tyranny

Aristocracy Oligarchy

Polity (Con-stitution)
outlined specific model

Democracy

Aristotle
BC 350

Politics

Good Forms
Ruled for common 

advantage

Perversions
Ruled for rulers 

advantage



Augustine
400 AD

City of God

God

Church

State

People



Aquinas
1260 AD

Confessions

God

Preists

King(s)

People



King

Church

People

Machiavelli
1520 AD

The Prince



God

Church State

Believers Unbelievers

Martin Luther
1530 AD

On Christian Liberty



God

Church State

PeoplePeople

John Calvin
1560 AD

Of Civil Government



Thomas Hobbes
1670 AD

Leviathan

King

People



John Locke
1680 AD

2ND TREATISE ON CIVIL GOVERNMENT

God

Bible

People

Government



Charles De Montesquieu
1748 AD

THE SPIRIT OF LAWS

God

Government 
separation of powers

People



Bible 34%

Montesquieu 8.3%

Blackstone 8%

Locke 3%
Most read besides Bible

David Hume 2.9%

Classical Thinkers 9%
Aristotle, Polybius, Augustine, Aquinus, Hobbes

Most quoted at Constitutional Convention



NO 
LAW

RULERS 
LAW

FREEDOM
PEOPLES LAW

The “Left”  vs  The “Right”



• No Law:  Mobocracy and mob rule. The strongest win. Law is the 
passion of the moment. 

• People’s Law:  Limited and defined powers in government; the 
people are the ultimate and only authoritative source for government 
power; emphasis on rule of law.

• Rulers Law:  All power centralized in hands of government; people 
have privileges not rights; rule by whim not by law.

Types of Law



• Totalitarianism:  A completely centralized system of government 
that requires and enforces with military force complete subjection to 
the State 

• Fascism:  Suppression by force of any opposition and criticism of 
State, cartelization and nationalization of all business into hands of 
State.

• Socialism:  Ownership of means of production in community (State) 
with social policy focused on equality of result. It is an oligarchy in 
practice.

• Communism:  Abolition of private property and transferred into 
hands of community; centralized control of all business, social life, and 
means of production in hands of State. It is a dictatorship in practice.

Implementations of Rulers law



• Unalienable rights, duties, and property of man come from God

• Certain rights are unalienable others are individual and can be 
transferred, or delegated; other rights are government privileges

• No one has a right to use the law to demand the property of another

• Duties are the counterpart of rights; every one has a duty not to violate 
rights of others, and to be accountable for their actions

• Government has rights and powers, but they are both delegated and revokable

• Purpose of government is to secure rights by punishing 
violation of duties

• Unless people are virtuous, moral and self-governed they cannot be free

• Strong, local self-government is essential to freedom

• Men are equal under laws of God, and unequal almost every where else

Conclusions



Q:   Why does it matter that we understand the true nature and effect of rights, 
duties, and property?
Q:   How does my understanding of rights and duties influence my actions?

Q:   How does society’s understanding of rights, duties, property and the proper role 
of government affect me?

Q:   If the proper role of government is to secure rights and punish the violation            
of duties, then who or what is responsible for preventing injustice or maintaining 
virtue and peace?

Q:   How do I defend my Rights and freedom without attacking someone else?

Q:   Why is virtue and morality so critical to the maintenance of free societies?

Q:   Do I have a clear understanding of who I am, why I do what I do, and what 
gives me the power to do it?

Q:   What is the proper relationship between myself, my property, other people 
the government, and God?

Questions



1.  The Science of choice - or non-intervention
It is leaving man’s conscience and personal life inviolate as the agent of his 
own will

2.  The Science of responsible self government
Every man is accountable and responsible for his own actions and well being

3.  The Science of right action
Or the observance of just laws that guide moral agency

4.  The Science of peaceful social cooperation
This is the science of good government and the maintenance of a legal 
environment that is the most conducive to principle one.

5.  The Science of Judgment
Or the science of reward - every man receiving according to his works

Liberty



The End
Thanks for Coming




